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Southern Area Hospice Services is celebrating 
20 years of providing hospice care in the 
Southern Board area from its base in the 
heart of Newry City. To mark this milestone 
the Hospice is hosting an All Ireland 
conference to look at where palliative care  
is going in the future as well as addressing 
the issues and challenges facing the  
hospice movement.

Palliative Care - A Vision for the Future  

Southern Area Hospice is committed to offering  
the best quality service for people and their families 
in the local community who need palliative care. 
The idea for the conference came from a desire to 
mark the organisation’s 20th anniversary with a 
number of high profile events to show the diversity 
of hospice care and to present a vision of how the 
hospice movement can develop in the future.

‘Palliative Care - A Vision for the Future’ will look at 
the challenges facing those involved in the delivery 
of palliative care and the progression, philosophy and 
future of palliative care practice in Northern Ireland. 
The conference will also explore the opportunity for 
hospice to diversify existing services in response to 
new palliative care needs for non-cancer patients. 

The Conference programme has been devised to  
attract a multi-professional audience with speakers 
from the fields of medicine, nursing, academia and  
the hospice movement. The broad spectrum of 
topics, speakers, debating panels and presentations 
will appeal to all those working within the field of 
palliative care.

This includes doctors, nurses, social workers, allied 
health care professionals, chaplains, pharmacists 
and other healthcare staff as well as cancer groups, 
charitable organisations and healthcare students.  

The conference programme is currently in the 
application process for CPD approval.

A Vision for the Future

	 Pictured above L-R: Majella Gollogly - Fundraising Manager, 
	 Dr Morris - Medical Director & Carmel Campbell - Nursing Director,  
	S outhern Area Hospice with Nicholas Owen, BBC.



08.00-09.15 Registration: Tea, Coffee & Exhibition

09.30-09.40 Welcome:

Nicholas Owen BBC, Conference MC

09.40-09.55 Keynote Opening Address:

Overview: Dr Morris, Medical Director, Southern Area  
Hospice Services, Consultant in Palliative Medicine,  
Southern Healthcare & Social Trust

Opening Address: Government Minister

09.55-10.10 The Challenges Facing Hospice Care:

David Praill, CEO, Help the Hospice 

10.10-10.30 A Vision for the Future of Cancer Care: 

Professor Patrick G Johnston, Dean of the School  
of Medicine, Dentistry & Biomedical Sciences,  
Queen’s University Belfast

10.30-10.50 Panel Q&A session: 

David Praill & Professor Patrick G Johnston.  
Chaired by Nicholas Owen

10.50-11.20: Break, Refreshment & Exhibition

11.20-11.35 Life Lessons from Palliative Care: 

Professor Phil Larkin, Professor of Clinical Nursing 
(Palliative Care), University College Dublin and  
Our Lady’s Hospice Ltd 

11.35-11.50 Pain Management in Palliative Care:

Dr Paul McConaghy, Craigavon Area Hospital

11.50-12.05 Nursing Perspective on Palliative Care:

Mrs Lorna Nevin, NICaN

12.05-12.20 Palliative Care in Patients with  
End-Stage Renal Failure:

Dr John Harty, Consultant Nephrologist, Southern 
Trust, NI Health Care Consultant of the Year 2009  

  12.20-12.40 Panel Q&A session: 

Professor Phil Larkin, Dr Paul McConaghy,  
Mrs Lorna Nevin & Dr John Harty  
Chaired by Nicholas Owen

12.40-14.00 Lunch & Exhibition 

14.00-14.20 Palliative Care beyond Cancer:

Dr Paddy Loughran, Southern Health and Social Care Trust 

Dr Gillian Rankin & Dr Brid Farrell: Joint Presentation

14.20-14.40 Putting the Person at the Centre of 
Palliative Care - Personal Experiences:

Peggy Magner & Nicholas Owen, BBC

14.40-15.10 Ethical and Legal Issues  
Advanced Directive:

Dr Ciaran Craven Barrister, Law Library, Dublin

Professor David Smith, Royal College of Surgeons, 
Ireland

15.10-15.30 Panel Q&A session:

Dr Paddy Loughran, Dr Gillian Rankin, Dr Brid Farrell, 
Peggy Magner, Dr Ciaran Craven & Professor David Smith 
Chaired by Nicholas Owen

15.30-16.00 Summary & Closing Remarks:

Nicholas Owen, BBC, David Praill, CEO, Help The Hospice 
& Carmel Campbell, Nursing Director, Southern Area 
Hospice Services

Conference Close, Networking & Exhibition

Celebratory Dinner 6pm-9pm

6pm: Drinks Reception

6.45pm: Welcome Address, 
Host Frank Mitchell & Guest Speaker

7pm-9pm: Dinner and Entertainment

Conference and Celebratory Dinner  
Dress Code: Smart Business
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Conference Programme



 Nicholas Owen
BBC Journalist

Nicholas Owen began his career in journalism 
in 1964, working for the Surrey Mirror, before 
spending seven years with the Financial Times. 
He joined the BBC in 1981. He has appeared 
in many TV and radio programmes, including 
BBC1’s Strictly Come Dancing in 2006. Nicholas 
is involved in various charities, particularly 
Cancer Research UK and Kidney Cancer UK.

David Praill
CEO, Help the Hospice, BA FRSM FRSA

David is currently Chief Executive of Help the Hospices, Co-Chair of the 
Worldwide Palliative Care Alliance, sits on the Advisory Panel to the CEO of 
the Hospice Palliative Care Association of South Africa and is an International 
Advisor on the Board of the Indian Association of Palliative Care.

Professor Patrick G Johnston
Dean of the School of Medicine, Dentistry  
& Biomedical Sciences, QUB

Prof Johnston was appointed as Dean of the School of Medicine and Dentistry 
and Director of the Institute of Health Sciences at Queen’s University Belfast 
in September 2007.  

Since 1996 he has led the development of a comprehensive cancer centre  
for Northern Ireland encompassing a state-of-the-art Clinical Cancer Centre 
(£65 million) which opened in March 2006, and also a £25 million major 
cancer research complex - the Centre for Cancer Research and Cell Biology  
at Queen’s.

Professor Phil Larkin
Professor of Clinical Nursing (Palliative Care), University College Dublin 
and Our Lady’s Hospice Ltd RN, RSCN, RHV, NDN cert, B.Sc (Hons), 
M.Sc, RNT, PhD

Phil Larkin has worked in Palliative Care in Ireland since 1992. He has 
recently been appointed Associate Professor of Clinical Nursing (Palliative 
Care) at University College Dublin and Our Lady’s Hospice Ltd. In 2006,  
Phil was presented with the Lifetime Achievement Award by Macmillan Cancer 
Support and the International Journal of Palliative Nursing in recognition of 
his European and International work on education in palliative care nursing. 

Dr Paul McConaghy 
Dr McConaghy works as a consultant in Craigavon Area Hospital specialising 
in Pain Management and Anaesthesia. He has been working with Craigavon 
Area Hospital since 1998 and trained in both Northern Ireland and Australia.  
Special interests include the management of resistance neuropathic pain 
and interventional pain medicine. Dr McConaghy forms part of a multi-
disciplinary team at Craigavon Area Hospital.

Lorna Nevin
Lorna Nevin –BSc (Hons), RGN, Dip.N, PG Cert 
NICaN Supportive & Palliative Care Co-ordinator 

Mrs Lorna Nevin was appointed Northern Ireland Cancer Network (NICaN) 
Supportive & Palliative Care Co-ordinator in May 2005. Lorna comes from a 
nursing background with strong grounding in palliative care, having worked 
as a Community Palliative Care Nurse Specialist with NI Hospice.

Dr John Harty
Consultant Nephrologist, Southern Trust  
(Consultant of the Year 2009, NI Health Care) 

Dr John Harty was appointed Consultant Nephrologist at Daisy Hill  
Hospital in 1998 to set up and develop renal services for the Southern Board. 
He has established close links with primary care to facilitate community 
based management of patients with chronic kidney disease and has a special 
interest in the progression and outcome of chronic kidney disease including 
conservative management. 

Dr Paddy Loughran
Medical Director, Southern Health and Social Care Trust

Dr Patrick Loughran is the Southern Trust Medical Director. He was Medical 
Director in the former Newry and Mourne Trust and is a Consultant 
Anaesthetist in Daisy Hill Hospital.  
 Dr. Gillian Rankin

Director of Older Peoples Services and Primary Care

In early 2007 she took up post as Director of Older Peoples Services and 
Primary Care in the new Southern Health and Social Care Trust. This involves 
responsibility for the full spectrum of hospital and community services for 
older people and primary care.  

DR Brid Farrell
Consultant in Public Health Medicine

Dr Brid Farrell is a Consultant in Public Health Medicine in the Northern 
Ireland Public Health Agency. She has a particular interest in Diabetes,  
Stroke and Childhood Disability.

Peggy Magner
Diagnosed with breast Cancer in 2005 at the age of 47, Peggy has direct and 
personal experience of the Day Care Treatment Unit at the Southern Area 
Hospice where she spent six months as a day care patient. She is a Health Care 
Professional working in Health Services and is the mother of two daughters 
aged 12 & 16.

Dr Ciaran Craven 
Dr Ciaran Craven is a graduate of the Medical School, University College 
Dublin. After practising medicine for a number of years, he was called to the 
Dublin Bar where he has been in full-time practice since 1993. He practises 
principally in the medical law area and has written and lectured extensively on 
topics in tort and medical law. 

Professor David Smith
B.Phil., B.D., S.T.L., M.A., S.T.D.

David is Associate Professor of Health Care Ethics in the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland and Director of the MSc in Health Care Ethics and Law  
in RCSI and RCSI-MUB. Currently he is involved in a research project with  
the Hospice Foundation of Ireland to develop ethical guidelines for a  
“Good Death”.
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