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Give the ‘BEST’  
gift this Christmas  

and support your  
local Hospice

Thank you to  
Rory Best for his  

continued support
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Hospice Celebrates  
International Nurses Day

Southern Area Hospice Services 
has welcomed a new partnership 
with Citizens Advice Newry, Mourne 
and Down.  This partnership will 
commence from Thursday 5th 
October with Advisor Aileen McNally 
who will be providing a benefits 
advice service to those living with a 
diagnosis of Cancer, Motor Neurone 
Disease or Multiple Sclerosis.  

This service will be available 
on an appointment basis every 
Thursday from 9.30am-12noon in 
the Donaldson Counselling and 
Therapy Centre which is located 
on level 3 in the Hospice at St. 
John’s House, Courtenay Hill, 
Newry.  Speaking about the new 
service, Fiona Robinson, Senior 
Social Worker at Hospice said “We 
welcome this opportunity to work in 

partnership with 
Citizens Advice 
and are delighted 
to be able to 
offer this much 
needed service to 
our patients and 
service users”.

Kellie Murray, 
Senior Coordinator 
at Citizens Advice 
said “We are 
delighted to work 
in partnership with 
the Hospice to 
ensure patients and their families are 
able to access our free, confidential, 
independent advice service in 
what is a new venue for us. We look 
forward to working closely with the 
Hospice to develop this new service. 

To arrange an appointment contact 
us on 028 302 67711.

Southern Area Hospice Services 
operate a drop in Bereavement 
Support service which takes place 
on the first Wednesday of each 
month between 6pm-8pm in the 
Day Care room at St John’s House, 
Courtenay Hill, Newry.  The sessions 
are open to anyone who has been 
bereaved due to a cancer, MS or 
MND related death.  The aim of 
these sessions is to help make the 

bereavement journey less painful by 
sharing thoughts and feelings and 
helping participants to understand 
the bereavement process.  There is 
also Bereavement Walking Groups 
in Newry and Dungannon each 
month.  These facilitated walks 
aim to help bereaved people to 
combat loneliness and provides 
the opportunity to meet with other 
bereaved people in an informal 

setting providing peer support.  The 
group also provides those who are 
bereaved with the opportunity to 
get some regular exercise and fresh 
air, which is of course very good for 
general well-being and for mental 
and physical health.   

Please contact Fiona Robinson on 
028 3025 1333 for further details.  

Pictured at the launch of this partnership is Fiona Robinson, Hospice 
Senior Social Worker, Aileen McNally, Citizens Advice Advisor and Kellie 
Murray, Senior Coordinator Citizens Advice.  

Hospice welcome  
new partnership with 
Citizens Advice

Hospice Bereavement Support

To keep up to date with Hospice Services, 
Fundraising and News visit  

www.southernareahospiceservices.org

New website 
coming soon

Ann Cooney joined the organisation 
in the early 1970’s. It was then known 
as St John of God Private Hospital 
which looked after medical, surgical 
and maternity patients. Ann initially 
worked in reception and progressed 
through the organisation working 
in Finance and later becoming the 
Administration Manager.  When the 
Maternity Unit at St John of God was 
closing, the community deliberated 
on the future involvement of 
healthcare in the area and the Sisters 
of St John of God concluded that 
one of the greatest needs in the local 
community was for a Hospice.  

From 1987 until 1989 the plans were 
put into place and the Southern 
Area Hospice was formed.  Ann 
Cooney, along with Sr. Teresa Byrne, 
was one of the main instigators in 
this formation. She was appointed 
as Secretary on the first Board of 
Directors.  When Sr. Teresa retired, 
Ann was appointed to lead the 
organisation and became Chief 

Executive Officer.  Over that time she 
has taken the organisation through 
a period of significant change and 
growth and helped increase its 
influence to become a significant 
voice for hospice care in Northern 
Ireland.  

Sr. Teresa Byrne said “It is something 
special to have worked in the one 
organisation for almost 50 years.  
During that time, Ann gave herself 
with generosity, selflessness 
and loyalty.  She brought such 
imagination and creativity to all she 
did and continually developed her 
own skills to prepare to meet every 
new challenge as it arose.  During her 
years, she witnessed, and was pivotal 
to, the many transitions that were 
part of life in the Hospital and later in 
more recent years at Hospice.  I can 
say without fear of contradiction, that 
I would not have had the courage, or 
the capacity to launch out setting up 
of the Hospice without Ann.”

Southern Area Hospice Services 
Board of Directors, Senior 
Management Team, Staff and 
Volunteers would like to sincerely 
thank Ann Cooney for her immense 
longstanding and dedication 
spanning over four decades.  
Everyone is deeply grateful for all 
that Ann has achieved in this role and 
the achievements she has made to 
the organisation, we thank her for her 
years of commitment and wish her 
every success in her retirement.

Hospice say farewell to CEO Ann Cooney after 
over 45 years of Service

Southern 
Area Hospice 
Services have 
welcomed on 
board its new 
Chief Executive,  
Liz Cuddy, who 
has taken up the 
position from  
Ann Cooney 

who retired from the role in July. 

Mrs Cuddy has a wealth of 
experience having held senior 
positions and directed some of 
Northern Ireland’s leading bodies.  In 
recent years, she has been Chair of 
Helm Housing Association, Director 
of Planning, Performance and 
Governance in the Northern Ireland 
Fire and Rescue Service and has 
held senior positions with Extern and 
Mindwise.

Mrs Cuddy was Vice Chair of 
Northern Ireland Community and 

Voluntary Association (NICVA), 
and she was also an Independent 
Assessor with the Commission of 
Public Appointments in Northern 
Ireland.  Officially taking up the 
position at the start of July, Mrs 
Cuddy is determined to continue 
the great work of the Southern Area 
Hospice in our local area. 

She said: “I am absolutely delighted 
to be appointed as CEO of this 
incredible hospice. I have been 
following the outstanding work 
of both the staff and volunteers 
for some time now and I am really 
excited to have joined such a 
dedicated and energetic team.”

Acutely aware of the work carried 
out by the hospice as well as the 
never-ending need for funds to be 
raised through strategic planning 
and a vision for the future, she added.  
“The Southern Area Hospice delivers 
top quality palliative care to patients 

while the fundraising team works 
tirelessly to make sure the funds 
are raised to make these services 
possible. 

“I am looking forward to utilising 
my experience in management, 
strategic planning and stakeholder 
engagement to continue delivering 
these exemplary services to the 
communities within the Southern 
Health Trust Area.”

Mr Hugh Curran LLB, Chairman 
of the Southern Area Hospice 
welcomed the appointment of 
Mrs Cuddy: “We were delighted to 
appoint Liz to the position of CEO. 
Her experience is a huge asset to us 
and I believe the hospice is in good 
hands going forward. I look forward 
to seeing what Liz will bring to the 
position and what that will mean 
for the future development of the 
hospice”. 

Hospice welcome new CEO Liz Cuddy

George Duffy, SAHS Board of Directors 
presents Ann Cooney with a bouquet of 
flowers marking her retirement.
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Reunion held for 
St John of God 
Hospital and 
Hospice Staff
Well done to the organising committee 
who arranged a staff reunion to mark 50 
years of St John of God Hospital which 
then became Southern Area Hospice.  
The night was full of memories, fun and 
entertainment and was held in Bellinis, 
Newry on Saturday 9th September for past 
and present staff who worked during any 
time from 1967 till present.  Thank you to 
all those who attended and made the night 
such a success.

Southern Area Hospice Services 
welcomed the award of ‘Best Social 
Enterprise’ at the Newry Chamber 
of Commerce and Trade awards 
ceremony which took place on 28th 
September in the Canal Court Hotel 
and Spa.  The awards celebrated 
the achievements of businesses and 
organisations in the greater Newry 
area and highlighted the impact each 

of the winners has had in their field.

The award for ‘Best Social Enterprise’ 
was awarded to the Hospice 
for their positive contribution in 
society, innovation, individuality 
and their future strategic plans and 
sustainability.  Southern Area Hospice 
Services are delighted to receive this 
award in recognition of the hard work 
done by everyone at Hospice.

Hospice Awarded ‘Best Social Enterprise’  
at Greater Newry Business Awards

Annual Hospice  
Coffee Morning 

On Saturday 5th August 378 truck and van drivers took 
to the hills of Newry and Mourne to raise much needed 
funds for the Southern Area Hospice and the Kevin Bell 
Repatriation Trust.  We were delighted to have Councillor 
Willie Clarke, Deputy Chairperson of Newry, Mourne & 
Down District Council set those wheels in motion for what 
was the biggest ever turnout.  That evening, former UTV 
sports compere Adrian Logan conducted the raffle and 
auction at the Gala Dinner in the Canal Court Hotel.  The 
event concluded with a truck show and family fun day 
on Sunday 6th August.  A massive thank you to Dan, Gary 
and Stephen O’Hare and Roisin Goodman for all their hard 
work and to Suzanna Hall of IF Consulting and Marketing 
for managing the social media of the event.

A Gala Ball organised by the 
family of Patsy Tinnelly and 
sponsored by John Tinnelly 
& Sons Ltd, raised a grand 
total of £67,915 to support 
the work of Southern Area 
Hospice Services.  It took 
place on Saturday 24th June 
in the Carrickdale hotel and 
400 people gathered to 
celebrate Patsy Tinnelly and 
to raise much needed funds 
for a charity that was very 
close to his heart.  Daughter 
and Director of John 
Tinnelly & Sons Ltd Joanne 
Campbell said: “As a family 
we are extremely proud of 

all his achievements and 
we wanted to celebrate his 
life by supporting a charity 
that was very close to his 
heart. Everyone involved has 
been so generous – from 
the people who attended 
the event, to the companies 
who donated prizes and 
valuable raffle items, the 
hotel staff, our own staff and 
extended family. We are 
sincerely grateful to them all 
for making the night and the 
total raised, so remarkable.  
Daddy would have been so 
proud to see us deliver this 
cheque to the Hospice.”

Mourne Truck Run

Tinnelly Gala Ball Raises over £67k

We would like to say a massive thankyou 
to our Coffee Hosts of 2017. We were 
delighted with the response received 
this year and we have still plenty of 
coffee mornings taking place from 
hosts where the official date did not suit. 
Pictured are a few of the photos taken 
from coffee mornings this year, so please 
get in touch with Tania in the fundraising 
office on (028)3025 133 if you would like 
to host a coffee morning……it is a great 
way to catch up with friends and family 
and coffee mornings can take place at 
any time of the year!!

Gail & team in the Jethro Community 
Centre Lurgan, supported by Elaine the 
Community Champion for Asda

Eileen Mooney with the support of friends, 
family and the community raised over 
£4,462 for the Southern Area Hospice.

Hospice Care Week
Southern Area Hospice Services celebrated Hospice 
Care Week from 9th-15th October with this year’s 
theme “We are hospice care.”  This week celebrates 
the contribution of everyone at hospice including staff, 
volunteers and supporters.  Speaking about Hospice 
Care Week, Liz Cuddy, CEO said 

“The care we provide at Southern Area Hospice Services 
involves many people with different skill sets from 
our various departments.  We are extremely proud of 
the wonderful team of staff and volunteers who help 
us to deliver this incredible care to patients and their 
families. All our staff and volunteers have a shared 
commitment and passion for Hospice and are dedicated 
to the outstanding values of hospice care ensuring that 
everyone is treated with dignity and respect.

“This year’s theme for Hospice Care Week is ‘We 
are Hospice Care’ which is the perfect opportunity 
to celebrate everyone in Hospice and highlight the 
importance of every single person from staff right 
through to volunteers, supporters and the entire 
community.”
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Avondale 
Foods
Staff at Avondale 
Foods have been 
busy fundraising this 
year for the Hospice.   
A full calendar of 
events has been 

taking place which included a zipline across the River 
Lagan and healthy eating week where smoothies were 
sold in the staff canteen for £1.   Mia McKeown, Human 
Resources Manager is also pictured having completed 
the Inca Trail to Macchu Picchu.   Diane Christie (Product 
Development) also completed the trek with Mia.  

Hospice Corporate 
Christmas Gift
This year, why not give a gift with a difference by 
purchasing a Hospice Corporate Gift Certificate in lieu of 
gifts?  You may decide to purchase 24 hours of hospice 
care on Christmas day for a patient, counselling sessions 
for families or a medical home visit.  Each of these are 
gifts which will make a real difference to the lives of 
local people affected by cancer and other life-limiting 
illnesses.  

If your business would like to take part in our Corporate 
Christmas Gift campaign, please contact Fiona Stephens 
on (028) 3025 1333 or email 
stephensf@southernareahospiceservices.org

Gordons Chemists  
Pamper at Hospice
Thank you to our great friends and supporters at 
Gordons Chemists who have been working with us all 
year as a Corporate PR Sponsor.  Not only will Gordon’s 
be providing sponsorship so that we can run our first 
ever TV advertising campaign, but they have been 
supporting our services throughout the year with a series 
of health and beauty therapy workshops.

These workshops give our patients and service users 
the chance to relax and forget about worries whilst 
experiencing pamper session with some of the most 
luxurious skincare products on the market.  Zara 
Thompson, Cosmetic & Fragrance Area Manager at 
Gordons Chemists said “We bring along some of the 
finest skincare and perfume brands that we stock in 
store such as Clarins, La Roche-Posay, Vichy and Thierry 
Mugler.  Getting involved with people has always been 
at the very heart of what we do. We are grateful to the 
Southern Area Hospice Services for letting us work 
alongside them and for giving us the opportunity to work 
so closely”.

These interactive 
workshops are a fantastic 
treat to try out all the 
products and then 
everyone in attendance 
gets the chance to sit back 
and enjoy a relaxing hand 
massage.  Gordons have 

also been very generous in presenting everyone with 
a goody bag to take home at the end of the session to 
continue using these nice products at home.

ITS Charity Cyclosportive
Congratulations to ITS staff and participants who 
organised and took part in the 20 mile Charity 

Cyclosportive on 
Saturday 23rd 
September in the 
beautiful Armagh 
Countryside.   This 
event was part of 
their fundraising 
efforts for the 
Charity of the Year 
Partnership.

PK Murphy Construction 
Launch 500 Club
Sean O’Hare, Corporate Fundraiser for the Armagh 
and Dungannon area had the help of PK Murphy 
Construction to launch the 500 Club Campaign in the 
area.

Pictured is Rosaleen 
Murphy, Managing 
Director and Michelle 
McCrory from PK 
Murphy along with 
Sean O’Hare to help 
launch the campaign 
which they have 
been supporting for 
a number of years. 

Sean thanked businesses for their continued support 
towards the Hospice and urged other businesses in the 
Armagh and Dungannon area to join the 500 club.

“With the 500 Club we aim to raise £50,000 to ensure 
that we can continue to provide the fantastic care and 
support our patients need on a daily basis” Sean said, 
“Being a member of the 500 Club allows your business 
to be part of a group of local companies committed to 
supporting the Hospice and making a real difference to 
people’s lives”

To join the 500 Club contact Sean O’Hare on  
(028) 3025 1333 or mail Sean direct on  
ohares@southernareahospiceservices.org

Fiveways Support Hospice 
Recycling Campaign 
Fiveways Service Station has kindly supported the 
hospice in their Recycling campaign. This Campaign 
aims to turn all unwanted and waste home or office Ink 
and Printer Cartridges into cash that will go towards 
supporting the Hospice across the Southern Trust 

Area. Speaking on behalf of the Hospice, Sean O’Hare, 
Corporate Fundraiser said “Very few people know that 
used Ink or Printer Cartridges can actually help raise 
funds for the Hospice. By either dropping your used 
Cartridges off at Fiveways or direct to the Hospice, we 
can ensure these are turned into valuable funds to go 
towards our Services across the Trust area.”

If you are a business owner and would be interested 
in supporting our Recycling campaign, contact Sean 
O’Hare on 028 3025 1333 or 
ohares@southernareahospiceservices.org

Sainsbury’s Newry  
Charity Partnership 
Staff at Sainsbury’s in the Quays, Newry, raised £6,190 for 
the Hospice.  A number of events took place – sponsored 
walks, bag packs etc.  Staff recently participated in our 
Zipline and pictured are David Briggs, James Irwin and 
Andrew Brady at the Lagan Lookout, Belfast.

We look forward to working with them in 2017/8.

Sainsbury’s Dungannon 
Sainsbury’s Dungannon has officially launched a 
partnership with its new Local Charity of the Year, and 
have adopted the “Southern Area Hospice” for the 
second year running.

To kick start this year’s fundraising, some of the male staff 
in Sainsbury’s took part in a sponsored Leg Wax in store.   
Jim Davey, Store Manager at Sainsbury’s Dungannon, 
said: “We had a very successful launch for our new Local 
Charity of the Year, The Southern Area Hospice. I’d like 
to thank all of our customers for their support on the day 
and can’t wait to build on the successful partnership 
we had last year and beat the £1,600 that we raised in 
2016/17!

Watch out on UTV this Autumn 
for our Hospice TV advert  

kindly sponsored by

McKeevers 
Chemists 
Helping 
Hospice

As always, the staff at McKeevers Chemists have been 
extremely busy this past few months helping Hospice 
with a range of health and fundraising initiatives 
including a day of Free Health Checks available to 
all staff, a Spinathon at their Marcus Square branch, 
zipline across the River Lagan, Coffee Mornings and 
a donation of four cameras which can be used across 
the organisation.  Southern Area Hospice Services are 
grateful to the Management and staff at McKeevers for 
their continued help and support throughout the year.  

Accumulator  
Challenge 2017
A big thank you to our principal sponsor, Judith 
McMahon of Pat’s Chippy, Newry for the second year 
of their support.   Each team received £50 from Judith 

to start off their fundraising.   
Over the next 10 weeks  (25 
September to 8 December) 
they’ll be fundraising, 
investing, running and 
organising their way to the 
biggest profit possible!

With the winner revealed at an 
awards ceremony, keep a look out on our facebook page 
to see what fun the teams will be getting up to all to raise 
funds for hospice.          

Armagh & Dungannon
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Armagh and Dungannon News

Banbridge, Lurgan, Portadown

Car Boot Sale moves to Tesco Dungannon

Southern Area Hospice Services are delighted to 
announce that the monthly Car Boot Sale which formerly 
took place in Edendork will now take place in Tesco 
Dungannon Car Park (Beechvalley, Dungannon, BT71 
7BN) on the third Sunday of every month. All buyers and 
sellers are welcome to come along. Start time is 8am and 
entry fee is £5 for sellers (cars and vans). Remaining dates 
for 2017 are Sunday 19th November and Sunday 17th 
December 2017.

Tullysaran Cycle Club

Sincere thanks to Tullysaran 
Cycling Club members who 
recently cycled from Tullysaran 
to Sligo, raising a fantastic 
£6,030 for Southern Area 
Hospice Services. Members 

of the club who took part are pictured presenting 
the cheque to Neville and Myrtle Pogue on behalf of 
Southern Area Hospice Services. Congratulations and 
huge thanks are extended to all involved. 

Neville & Myrtle Coffee Morning Success 

Neville and Myrtle Pogue would sincerely like to thank 
everyone who supported their recent coffee morning. 
They raised a grand total of £1,065 for Southern Area 
Hospice Services. Neville & Myrtle will be in the Shambles 
Market every Friday on the run up to Christmas. They will 
have a range of Southern Area Hospice Christmas Cards 
on sale on their stall as well as a range of other gifts so be 
sure to call in for a browse. 

Calendar in memory of Carol 

Alastair Laird from Cookstown has produced a Calendar 
which he is selling to raise funds for Southern Area 
Hospice Services in memory of his late wife, Carol Laird 
who passed away under the care of the Southern Area 
Hospice Services in May 2017. The calendars feature a 
range of photos of local beauty spots. If you would like 
to purchase one please contact the Hospice Fundraising 
Office on 028 30251333 for details. 

Helen Lappin raises Vital Funds for Hospice 

Southern Area Hospice Services would sincerely like 
to thank Helen Lappin from Granemore who recently 
presented £6,040 following her annual sponsored walk. 
Everyone at Southern Area Hospice Services greatly 
appreciates the fantastic work which Helen does on 
our behalf year on year, raising vital funds to help us to 
continue our work. 

Dr. Murty & Friends 

Dr. Murty and his team completed another successful 
year of fundraising for Southern Area Hospice Services in 

2016. They recently presented £14,000, proceeds of their 
fundraising efforts last year. Well done and sincere thanks 
to Dr. Murty and his team. Their continued dedication is very 
much appreciated. 

Derryhennett  
Vintage Club 

Southern Area Hospice Services 
were delighted to be selected 
by Derryhennett Vintage Club 
this year to benefit from their 
Annual Road Run and Raffle. 

Sincere thanks are extended to the committee and all the 
volunteers who ensured a great day was had on Saturday 
2nd September 2017.  

Joeanne celebrates birthday and makes 
donation to Hospice 

Joeanne Chin from Armagh recently celebrated her 40th 
Birthday and asked for donations to Southern Area Hospice 
in lieu of gifts, raising a wonderful £1,925.35. Thanks to 
Joeanne for this very generous gesture, such a great total 
which will go a long way. 

Skip Car Tour celebrates five years 

The Skip Car Tour Crew 
are this year celebrating 
their fifth year organising 
events and raising funds 
for both Southern Area 
Hospice and Marie 
Curie. The group were 
recently recognised 
by the Lord Mayor of 
Armagh, Banbridge and 

Craigavon, Alderman Gareth Wilson at a special recognition 
event at the Palace in Armagh. Speaking at the event the 
Lord Mayor commended the team on their voluntary work, 
praising the funds they have raised over the years for both 
charities which amounts to £300,000. The Lord Mayor also 
highlighted the importance of the work of both charities in 
the local communities and thanked the Skip Car Team for 
helping them to continue their work. Southern Area Hospice 
Services never fail to be amazed by this wonderful team of 
people and congratulate them on their successes to date 
and wish them well for the future. 

Newry and Mourne

Motorbike Run

The first event of its kind for 
SAHS was held on Saturday 
23rd September and was a 
great success. With over 40 
bikes turning out to ride from 
Newry to Newcastle, we hope 

to make this an annual event. Thank you to everyone who 
attended on the day and supported the event. 

Donard Day

Another successful Donard day took place on 
Saturday 19th August with Crash Services on board for 
sponsorship and also gave a very helping hand on the 
day. The group braved the weather and the hills and 
had a super turn out. The soup and sandwiches in Hugh 
McCann’s were well earned. Thank you all who showed 
up and gave your support.

Banbridge, 
Lurgan and 

Richie Remo Special 
Guest at Footloose 

 in the Bannville

The Bannville Hotel in 
Banbridge was the venue 
this year for a Footloose 

Line Dancing Competition  which was a roaring 
success.  Five groups competed against each 
other in a line dancing competition and a prize was 
awarded to the group who raised the most money. 
Belles and the Beast lifted this year’s title and a total 

of £5,000 was raised on 
the night.  Guests also 
enjoyed performances 
from special guest Richie 
Remo along with Shane 
McKeever and Marie 
McStay.  A great night 
was had by all.

Richie Remo is pictured with Tania Bailie Regional 
Marketing Officer for Banbridge, Lurgan & Portadown 
& Carol Graham, Proprietor of the Bannville Hotel.

Harold Beck’s Doll 
House

Pictured above 
presenting a cheque 
for over  £2,000 to 
Tania Bailie Regional 

Marketing Officer for Banbridge, Portadown 
& Lurgan is Harold Beck and Rae Hanna for 
proceeds raised from the raffle of a dolls house that 
Harold made by hand.

Mourne Support Group- Garden Tea Party

The Mourne Support Group in Kilkeel show continuous 
and amazing support to the Southern Area Hospice. On 
Saturday 1st July, they held a very successful Garden Tea 
Party in Kilkeel Garden Centre and the day was enjoyed 
by all. They have more events planned for the coming 
months such as raffles, coffee mornings and flag days 
and we are forever grateful for their hard work. If you 
would like to help out or get involved, please contact 
James on 028 3025 1333.

John Dalzell  
Sit Out Appeal
John Dalzell, who last 
year celebrated his 25th 
Anniversary in his sit out and 
what was to be his last, has felt 
within himself that he could 

not walk away from such a chartable and successful 
campaign while he is still fit and able. This year the 
sit out will go ahead and John will be making some 
appearances throughout to show his support and help 
his devoted team. 

Marie & Joe Boden
Joe and Marie Boden of Olden Days and Olden Ways 
continue fundraising for the Southern Area Hospice 
Services. The Boden’s hold group talks and display of 
Artefacts from the past and they wish to extend their 
thanks once again to the generosity all who contributed 
in any way to their talks and shows which has raised a 
further £600.00 for Southern Area Hospice.

Geraldine and Friends Annalong

Geraldine Lowry and friends have this year once again 
got off to a great start in raising money and supporting 
our services through events such as Pyjama Flag Day, 
weekly raffles over the summer and a very recent and 
successful Jumble sale in The Halfway house, donating 
anything not sold on the day to our Hospice Shops. 
Thank you Geraldine and team.

Haugh Family

Thank you to Eleanor Haugh 
and her family who have 
presented a cheque for 
£7,306.00 to James McCaffrey, 
SAHS and members of the 
Mourne Support Group 
Kilkeel. This money was raised 

in memory of Eleanor’s husband, Ronnie Haugh, through 
donations in lieu of flowers, a spinathon in Eurospar, a 
coffee morning and participating in a Zipline challenge. 
Pictured in the background is their family boat. Well done 
and thank you for your support.

Burger Run  

June 25th was the 
date this year for 
the Burger Run in 
Banbridge and was 
held in memory of 
Melvyn Henry . A big 
thank you to Joanne 

Henry, Stephen Avery  & friends for organising this 
event which raised an incredible £6,489.
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Bessbrook 
Club  
Threshing day
The Bessbrook District Vintage 
Tractor Club threshing day 

took place on Saturday 9th September along with their 
mega raffle and the day was a great success. There were 
lots of various exhibitions on show from old machinery 
to small animals; magicians to horse shoeing. After the 
fantastic auction, the draw for the Drive on Lawnmower 
and Holiday voucher took place with the lucky 
winners being: Jim Connolly, Dundalk pictured on the 
Lawnmower and Bob Bradford, Castlewellan winning the 
Holiday voucher. The total 
raised from the raffle was 
an incredible £10.695.75 
and €750.00. We are so 
grateful for the continuous 
support and magnificent 
work carried out by the 
club. They have also held 
Tractor runs throughout the year raising money for the 
Hospice and have another one scheduled for the end 
of the year. They are a great club that exemplifies giving 
back through their shared interests in vintage tractors. 
Their support for our cause is very much appreciated at 
the Southern Area Hospice.

Bringing Back ‘Blingo’ 
After the success of last year’s event Southern Area 
Hospice Services will be back with their 2nd Annual 
Bling Bingo event on Sunday 19th November in the 
Canal Court Hotel, Newry.  Launched last year as a new, 
glam and fun ‘posh’ Bingo and fashion event - this year 
promises to be even bigger with some fabulous prizes up 
for grabs.  The afternoon will also include a mix of pop 
up shops, a photo booth and a Fashion Show featuring 
designs by the amazing Shauna Fay.  Hosted for the 2nd 
year running by the amazing Karen Daly of The Academy, 
Dundalk the afternoon promises to be a fun filled event 
from start to finish - the perfect excuse to get glammed 
up and enjoy the run up to the festive season.  

There will also be prizes on the day for best dressed 
which is generously sponsored by Jack Murphy 
Jewellers, Newry.  So why not get your friends, family or 
colleagues together - get your bling on and walk the red 
carpet for an afternoon not to be missed!

Tickets priced at £15 each are available online at www.
eventbrite.com or call 028 302 51333.  You can also get 
involved in this event by donating a prize, booking a stall 
or making a donation. 

Chairperson’s Gala Ball 
raises £3,600 for Hospice 
Councillor Gillian Fitzpatrick, former Chairperson of 
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council has presented 
Southern Area Hospice Services with a cheque for 
£3,600.00 proceeds from the Council’s Inaugural Charity 
Ball. The Hospice was one of five choosen charities who 
benefitted from the Gala Ball. Speaking at the cheque 
presentation Councillor Fitzpatrick said

“All of these 
charities work 
tirelessly to support 
people when they 
most need help.  
Together with 
everyone in our 
community, I am 
indebted to you for 
your tireless work. 

“I am delighted to 
be in a position to 
present cheques 
for an amount that 
will be of great 
benefit to my 
Charities  -  Autism 
H.A.N.D.; Mind Your 

Mate and Yourself (MYMY); PIPS; Southern Area Hospice, 
The Dogs Trust and the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust. 

“I again sincerely thank our sponsors Felix O’Hare 
and Re-Gen Waste Ltd for their invaluable financial 
contribution.  Thank you also to the Canal Court and 
McCadden for their generous in-kind support.  The night 
was a wonderful success and one of the highlight’s of my 
year as First Citizen of Newry, Mourne and Down”.

 
Patsy McShane – cheque 
presentation 
Pictured here is Patsy McShane, Hilltown with wife 
Veronica and grandchildren Darragh Morgan and Emma 

McShane who 
raised £2,025.00 
from the sales of 
Bedding plants 
and shrubs.  
Patsy would 
like to thank 
everyone who 
made donations, 
purchased the 
shrubs and 

bedding plants and people who took their pots to be 
filled in order to raise this fantastic amount of money for 
his local Hospice.  

‘Shirley’s Summit’ Peaks at 
Over £72K for Hospice 
The Curry family from Middletown have raised a 
phenomenal £72,495 for Southern Area Hospice 
Services. The money was raised through their ‘Shirley’s 
Summit’ fundraising campaign in memory of their 
beloved daughter Shirley who sadly passed away in 
2015 following her battle with cancer aged 31.  

Shirley’s Parents, Brothers, Sister and 8 year old Son 
presented the Hospice with the cheque at a presentation 
night in Hughes Bar Middletown on Saturday 22 July.  

249 of Shirley’s family and friends took part in ‘Shirley’s 
Summit’ - a sponsored climb of Croagh Patrick in 
Westport, Co Mayo on the 29th April.   Other local coffee 
mornings, cake sales and events also formed part of the 
fundraiser and Shirley’s family have been stunned by the 
support and generosity of everyone involved.   

Peter, Shirley’s Daddy explains:  “We’ve been absolutely 
astonished and really moved by the kindness, generosity 
and support of the local community, and further afield, 
in raising this unimaginable amount of money for the 
Hospice in memory of our daughter.   

“We would like to thank each and every person who 
donated to Shirley’s Summit and in particular those who 
travelled to Westport and climbed Croagh Patrick.  We 
know Shirley would be so touched and delighted by 
what you have helped to achieve.  

“During her illness, the care and support that Shirley and 
our family received from the Hospice was incredible.  We 
are humbled by the efforts in raising such a significant 
amount of money to help ensure that other people can 
continue to benefit from the specialist services that the 
Hospice provides.  Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts – without you all none of this would have been 
possible.”     

Teresa, Shirley’s Mummy said: “By coming together we 
have created a lasting legacy in Shirley’s memory for the 
Hospice.  We take great comfort that this money will help 
bring many other families support just when they need 
it most. Shirley’s life on earth is gone but she lives on, 
not only in our hearts, but now through the tremendous 

work of the doctors and nurses in the Hospice.  We’ve no 
doubt that she is smiling down upon us all.  Thank you.”  

Denise Doyle, Community Fundraising Officer 
commented “The amount of money that has been raised 
from this event is outstanding.  This money will help us to 
continue to provide the care and services to patients and 
families at one of the most difficult times in their lives.  I 
would like to thank the whole team for their dedication 
and hard work over the past few months and to everyone 
who supported the event, made donations and took part.  
This is such a lovely tribute to Shirley and I know the 
family are overwhelmed by the support they got for this 
event.  This year the Southern Area Hospice Fundraising 
Team have a target of £2.5 million and we couldn’t do 
this without support from groups like Shirley’s Summit.”

Sponsored Walk in 
memory of Peter O’Reilly 

On Sunday 2nd July the 
O’Reilly family from Hilltown 
held a Sponsored Walk around 
Castlewellan Lake in memory 
of their father Mr Peter O’Reilly.  
Raising an amazing amount of 
£5,670.30 the family would like 
to thank everyone who came 

along, made donations and supported them with this 
event in order to present this amazing amount for their 
local Hospice.  Pictured here is Peter’s wife and family 
presenting the cheque to Ann Boyle and Colette Murphy 
of Southern Area Hospice Services.

Rostrevor and District 
Vintage Club

Members of the Rostrevor 
and District Vintage Club 
presented a cheque for 
an amazing £13,575 to Dr 
Osmond Morris and Denise 
Doyle of Southern Area 
Hospice Services proceeds of 
their Annual Threshing Day 

which took place on Saturday 19th August in Killowen.  
The group continue to get great support for this event 
and thank everyone who continues to support them in 
order to raise this huge amount of their local Hospice.  Dr 
Morris praised the work of the Committee and thanked 
them for their continued support. Pictured are some of 
the members of the organising committee with Denise 
Doyle in the lead up to the event.
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Trek & News
Dignity in Caring

India Trek
On Thursday 5th October 2017, 36 adventurous souls left 
Southern Area Hospice to travel to India to take part in the 
Southern Area Hospice Dalai Lama Trek.  

The group spent a challenging five days trekking through 
the foothills of the Himalayas in what was an experience 
of a lifetime for all those who took part, as well as a very 
successful fundraising venture for Southern Area Hospice 
Services. At the time of going to print the group had 
fundraised over £130,000 for our cause, a fantastic total 
which will go a long way in helping us to continue our 
work. 

Southern Area Hospice Services would sincerely like to 
congratulate all those who took part and extend their 
thanks for all of their fundraising efforts. 

For details on the next overseas trek keep an eye on the 
Southern Area Hospice Services website for details in 
early 2018. 

Camino launch 2018 
After the success of our previous trips we are delighted to 
launch our Camino trip for 2018 which will take place along 
the very popular French Way from Sarria to Santiago from 
26th May – 2nd June 2018.  One of this year’s participants, 
Gerard McVeigh had this to say, “Doing the Camino has 
been one of the best things I have ever done emotionally, 
spiritually and physically. The sense of accomplishment is 
overwhelming. The positives are numerous and made more 
special as the outcome helps others”.

Whether you have thought about completing the walk in 
memory of someone or you simply want to meet new people 
and have a new experience, the Camino has something for 
all ages and abilities. 

This trip fills up very quickly so if you would like to take part, 
please give us a call on 028 302 51333.  

Congratulations to the winners of our Hyundai i10 
Car Raffle which took place in June:

1st Prize (Hyundai i10): Dawn Rhodie, Armagh 

2nd Prize (£250): L. Rea, Fintona 

3rd Prize (£100): Robert Green, Killyman 

Sincere thanks to everyone who bought tickets 
for the draw, to our volunteers who sold tickets 
and to all the venues who allowed us to sell 
tickets. Thanks also to Saltmarine Cars and Oaks 
Shopping Centre for their support. 

 

Dawn wins Hyundai Car Raffle

News
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For more information call Amy on 028 3025 1333 

Hairy For 
Hospice 
Calling all men: It’s time to get 
Hairy For Hospice! Ditch your 
razors this November and 
grow a beard or moustache 
to raise funds for the Hospice. 
All you have to do, is ask for 
a sponsor card and let your 
facial hair do the rest of the 
work. Prizes will be awarded 
for best MO, best beard and 
best team effort! Are you man 
enough to get Hairy… for more 
details contact Amy on  
(028) 3025 1333.

NI Water Cares  
Challenge Programme 
Well done to NI Water who has helped over 45 different 
community groups and charities including Southern 
Area Hospice Services, through NI Water’s volunteering 
scheme, Cares Challenge. Each of the challenges run 
over a full day, and over 54 challenges have been 
completed since January 2012 equating to over 
7,000 hours volunteering. Over 900 colleagues have 
participated, in the challenges, which bring together 
staff from different functions and work locations across 
Northern Ireland.  

The Cares Challenge has made a significant contribution 
to Southern Area Hospice Services and the generous 
time donated by NI Water Staff. Not only did the staff 
help out in our gardens on a variety of major tasks, but 
they also provided sponsorship of costly items including 
tools, concrete and paving and other items to complete 
the tasks.

Peter Exley, Communications Manager at NI Water 
said “We have completed five challenges for Southern 
Area Hospice Services which has become a ‘flagship 
challenge’, recently winning NI Water prestigious 
‘Helping Hands’ award at our Recognition event. The 
challenge for Southern Area Hospice is marked by the 
particular connections volunteers have with the Hospice, 
with individual colleagues returning year after year and 
in their own time to work towards improving the gardens 
for the benefit of the Hospice’s patients.” 

Southern Area Hospice Services would like to thank the 
staff at NI Water for their valued contribution over the 
years and look forward to working with them again at the 
next challenge

Midnight Walk
This year’s Midnight Memory Walk was another huge 
success with almost 500 walkers taking part to celebrate 
the memory of their loved ones.  The Hospice would like 
to thank everyone for their support with this event and 
to Kelly’s who where the main sponsor for the second 
year running.  We also thank Courtney’s for providing the 
catering after the event and to the Kilometre sponsors 
including HSS Hire, Kukoon.com and Doyle Auto Repair. 

Pictured presenting Dawn with her new wheels are (L-R) Maureen Hanna 
of the Oaks Centre; Anne Mac Oscar of Southern Area Hospice and 
Michael Salt of Saltmarine Cars. 

To purchase Hospice Christmas Cards,  
contact Fundraising on (028) 302 51333
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CAR BOOT SALE 
3rd Sunday of Every Month 

 
 

Dungannon  
Car Park 

(Formerly took place at Edendork Hall Car Park) 
Next Date:  

Sunday 19th November  

Starts at 8am 
 

 

 

Entry fee for cars/vans: £5. Toilets available. 

 For more info ring Joe on 07980 472 853 

 

 

Lottery News
Dignity in Caring
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Winners announced every Friday

3rd Prize 
£100

2nd Prize 
£200

1st Prize 
£300

If you are not already a 
member of the Hospice 
Lottery – why not?  It’s so 
easy to join, you can call 
Josephine in the Lottery 
Office on 028 3025 1333 
and she can join you over 
the phone by credit or 
debit card – or to make it 
even easier for you, you 
can cut out the joining form 
on the left and return it to; 
Josephine Keenan, Fern 
House, Courtenay Hill, 
Newry, Co Down, BT34 2EA.  

Follow us on social 
media to keep up to 
date with the lottery 
results every Friday

If you would like to pay by standing order tick the box

Save the Date

Hospice  
Gala Ball
Friday 23rd March 2018
Canal Court Hotel & Spa

For more information or to secure 
tickets, contact Fundraising  
Office on (028) 3025 1333

Play Today, Make A Difference Tomorrow

WIN UP TO £5,000
Lottery News
It has been a year since we launched 
our first ever Lottery Rollover, and since 

last November, we’re 
delighted that along 
with our 3 guaranteed 
winners every Friday, we 
have had 4 rollover prize 
winners. One of these 
winners is Laurence 
Bradley from Newry. 
Laurence, who won 

£1,400, said “I never expected to win 
anything when I signed up to play. It’s 
such an easy way to support Hospice. 
It only costs £1 per week and you know 
that the money is helping those who 
need it most, but to win something back 
is just unbelievable. I would encourage 
anyone to join as it really is a win win”. 

Christmas  
Draw 2017
How would you like to win £1,000 
in the run up to Christmas? Well 
you could be in with the chance 
if you enter our Christmas Draw. 
With a fantastic prize of £1,000, 
kindly supported by The Modern 
Fireplace Company, the draw 
takes places Monday 18th 
December…just in time for some 
last minute Christmas shopping. 
To get your tickets, contact 
Josephine in Fundraising on 028 
3025 1333.  

A Little  
Means Alotto 
If you or someone you know 
would like to sign up, fill in 
the membership form below 
and return to Fern House, 3 
Courtenay Hill, Newry, BT34 
2EA.  All proceeds from our 
Lottery Draw enable us to 
continue providing care and 
support to our patients and 
their families, throughout the 
Southern Trust Area. Play 
Today, Make A Difference 
Tomorrow.  



Events Diary
Saturday 4th November 

Annual Mini Car Raffle Draw 

Sunday 5th November

New York Marathon

Saturday 11th November

Hospice Does Strictly Country 

Style, Armagh City Hotel

Sunday 12th November

King of Gullion 10K, Slieve 

Gullion Forest Park 

Sunday 19th November

Dungannon Car Boot Sale

Sunday 19th November

Bling Bingo, Canal Court Hotel 

& Spa

Tuesday 5th December

Light up a Life Ceremony, Civic 

Centre, Craigavon at 1pm

Wednesday 6th December 

Light up a Life Ceremony,  

Old Town Hall, Banbridge at 

11am

Friday 8th December 

Light up a Life Ceremony & 

Coffee Morning,  

Mid-Ulster Council Offices, 

Dungannon at 10am

11th December to 15th 

December 

Voices for Hospice, Tesco Extra 

Craigavon

 Tuesday 12th December 

Light up a Life Ceremony,  

Palace Demense, Armagh at 

11am

Thursday 14th December 

Light up a Life Ceremony,  

St. John’s House, Newry at 

7.30pm

Sunday 17th December  

Dungannon Car Boot Sale

Monday 18th December  

Lottery Christmas Draw

Saturday 16th – Saturday 

24th Dec 
John Dalzell Sit Out

Saturday 30th December 

Fergal Caraher Memorial Run 

10k/5k and Family Walk – 

Cullyhanna GFC at 12pm

2018
Sunday 25th February 

Tokyo Marathon

Friday 23rd March

Hospice Gala Ball, Canal Court 

Hotel & Spa

Monday 16th April 

Boston Marathon

Sunday 22nd April

London Marathon

Thursday 17th May

Annual Ladies Luncheon, Canal 

Court Hotel & Spa

Upcoming Events
Dignity in Caring

Southern Area Hospice Services is a registered charity in N. Ireland, No:  NIC101906 and registered with HMRC, No.  XN47329/2.   
Is a company limited by guarantee in N. Ireland, No: NI038737.  Registered Office is St. Johns House, Courtenay Hill, Newry, BT34 2EB

 The Staff at Southern Area Hospice Services wish to say thank you to everyone who has supported us throughout the year.  
We wish you a Merry Christmas and best wishes for the year ahead.

Light Up A Life 
This Christmas thousands of lights will once again 
shine down from the Hospice Christmas Tree, each 
one shining in memory of someone special.  To 
remember someone this Christmas, please join us in 
the most magical and moving way – Light Up their 
Life by dedicating a light on our Hospice Christmas 
tree in their memory.   

You can dedicate a light on our special Christmas 
Tree – by phoning us on 028 30251333 and we will 
have Light Up A Life form posted out to you, or pay by 
phone using a visa or debit card, or by the Light Up 
a Life Just Giving Page. By remembering your loved 
ones in this way you will be helping the hospice to 
care for someone else’s – thank you.

Hospice Christmas 

Gift Certificates
For those who are difficult to buy for at 

Christmas, why not purchase a Hospice 

Gift Certificate.  We have so many to 

choose from, there really  is something for 

everyone!

All of our Gift Certificates are available 

from the Main Hospice Reception and the 

Fundraising Office or by phoning  

028 3025 1333 where you can pay and 

have your certificates posted out to you.


