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Bereavement Programme

Southern Area Hospice Services 
are running a six week adult 
Bereavement Programme which will 
commence on Tuesday 26th March 
at 7pm in St. Johns House Newry.   
These sessions are open to anyone 
who has been bereaved due to a 
cancer, MS or MND related death.  
The aim of these sessions is to help 
make the bereavement journey less 
painful by sharing thoughts and 
feeling and helping participants 
to understand the bereavement 
process.    For more information, 
contact Fiona Robinson on 
(028) 302 67711.  

Children’s  
Bereavement Programme

Our Hospice will be running a 
Bereavement Programme for 
children aged from 5 – 12 years 
old at St. Johns House Newry.  This 
programme is designed to help both 
children and families come to terms 
with the loss of loved one. For more 
information or to discuss referring 
a child to the programme, contact 
Emily Murray on (028) 302 67711. 

Bereavement Walking Groups

The Hospice Bereavement Walking 
Groups take place in Newry and 
Dungannon each month.  These 
facilitated walks aim to help bereaved 
people to combat loneliness and 
provides the opportunity to meet with 
other bereaved people in an informal 
setting providing peer support.  The 
group also provides those who are 
bereaved with the opportunity to 
get some regular exercise and fresh 
air, which is of course very good for 
general well-being and for mental 
and physical health.  Please contact 
Emily Murray or Fiona Robinson on 
(028) 302 67711 for further details.

Bereavement Support 

The Hospice run a Carers Group to help those who 
provide care and support to someone living with a 
diagnosis of Cancer, Multiple Sclerosis or Motor Neurone 
Disease.  The monthly Carers Group is here to help 
you connect with a group of people who know exactly 
how you feel and who understand what you are going 
through.  You’ll be surprised how sharing an experience, a 
problem or just having a good old chat with a fellow carer 
can make a world of difference to helping you cope.

In the past year, our monthly carers group participated 
in a number of projects.  The Group meets on the last 
Friday of every month at St John’s House, Southern Area 
Hospice Newry between 11am and 1pm, where there will 
be expert advice and support available.   

For more information or to get involved, contact 
Hospice Social Worker Rosy Adams on 
(028) 302 67711.

Carers Group

Hospice service’s at Daisy Hill Hospital 
Southern Area Hospice provide a number of services including a 
palliative care team in Daisy Hill Hospital.  The hospice specialist 
palliative care team support and assist patients who have life 
limiting illnesses including Cancer, Motor Neurone Disease, 
Multiple Sclerosis, end stage Renal, Cardiac, Respiratory and 
others.  

Mandy Close, is the Hospice Specialist Palliative Care Nurse 
based at Daisy Hill Hospital.  Mandy’s role is to give advice and 
support on symptoms, discuss physical, emotional and social 
needs and to offer support to families and carers.  Mandy works 
closely with her colleagues Matthew Kelly, who is a hospice 
Palliative Care Nurse and Hospice Medical Director, Dr. Osmond 
Morris as well as working across the multidisciplinary team at 
hospice and Daisy Hill Hospital.

Speaking of her role, Mandy said: “Every day is different and you 
never know what you will be facing when you arrive to work. My 
role is to provide high quality care to patients and families at a 

very difficult time and to help them through situations they never 
thought they would find themselves in.  The specialist service 
we provide is for patients with complex needs who are referred 
to our team.  This can be for symptom control, advice and 
support to patients with combined illnesses and end of life care.  
Another part of my role is advanced care planning. This includes 
discussions around appropriate and preferred place of care 
e.g. home or hospice. I also link in with other professionals and 
organisations in the hospital and community to provide support 
to both patient and families.  I work across multi professional 
teams in hospice and Daisy Hill Hospital and have good support 

from colleagues across the service.  I have been working as 
part of the hospice team for 10 years now and whilst the role is 
emotionally challenging, I could not imagine doing anything 
else.  I love working with people and like the variety of what the 
job brings.”

Education is a major factor in providing high quality palliative 
care and the hospice specialist palliative care team work 
closely with staff across Daisy Hill Hospital in order to impart 
their specialist knowledge and skills so that they can assist and 
understand the needs of patients.

Dr Osmond Morris spoke of the importance of this service 
saying: “The work undertaken in Daisy Hill Hospital provides 
a vital link with community and our hospice. Patients are seen 
at an early stage of their journey often at the time they are first 
diagnosed.  The input of the Palliative Care Team allows many 
of the concerns of patients and their families to be addressed 
in a timely and efficient manner. Patients and families can then 
prepare for discharge into the community where ongoing 
support can be arranged.  Patients can be reviewed at the out 
patient clinic in Daisy Hill Hospital where new or ongoing issues 
can be attended to by one of the palliative medicine consultants.  
This service can help maintain patients at home or facilitate 
admission to hospice if required. Mandy and Matthew continue 
to provide an essential link between patients in hospital, 
community and hospice. Their exceptional work is valued not 
only by the patients and families, but by their medical and 
nursing colleagues in both hospital and hospice.”

Other services provided by the Southern Area Hospice include 
a 12 bed specialist inpatient unit in Newry where patients are 
referred to for inpatient care such as difficult symptom control, 
rehabilitation following treatment, respite or end of life care. 
Our main aim is to ensure that patients are comfortable during 
their stay and that they receive the best possible care available.  
Once the symptoms are controlled, the patient may return 
home. Patients can then avail of other hospice services such as 
the day hospice unit which is a nurse managed unit that offers 
respite and support to patients.  The hospice provides a number 
of additional services in the community including out-patient 
clinics not only in Daisy Hill Hospital but in Craigavon and 
South Tyrone Hospitals, a Homecare Nurse in the Armagh and 
Dungannon districts, Bereavement Support Services, Donaldson 
Counselling and Therapy Centre and a Hospice Information and 
Resource Centre in Dungannon.  

For more information on hospice hervices or to speak to us in 
confidence, telephone (028) 302 67711.

Pictured left to right: Matthew Kelly, Palliative Care Nurse, Mandy 
Close, Specialist Palliative Care Nurse and Dr Osmond Morris, 
Medical Director.

Dungannon Resource Centre
Thank you to the craft group at the Resource Centre, Irish Street, Dungannon who raised £3,000 at their Guest Tea 
event in November and £1,400 from their Christmas craft sales..  The group are now working on making cake stands 
as part of their spring crafts and are looking for good quality oddments of china plates, bowls, cups and saucers. If you 
are a carer or have been bereaved, please drop in and meet everyone in this relaxed environment.  New members are 
welcome to drop in on a Tuesday morning from 10am-12noon. 

Thank you for helping us to help others….
“As we embark on another year at hospice, we would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 
their continued support in helping us, to help others in our community.  The support we receive each 
year is overwhelming and we could not operate without the generosity of the public and volunteers.  This 
year is especially significant for Southern Area Hospice Services as we celebrate our 30th anniversary 
milestone in September.  Since 1989 we have provided care to thousands of patients and their families 
and we are honoured to have met so many wonderful people over the years. As we look to our future 
and the celebration of our 30th anniversary, we hope you will continue to support us with future events 
and campaigns.  On behalf of everyone at hospice, Thank you!” 
Liz Cuddy OBE, Chief Executive Officer

Did you know we offer a benefits advice 
clinic at Hospice each Thursday from 
9.30am – 12noon. For an appointment, 
contact us on (028) 302 67711.



The Hospice Dinner Dance Committee held their 49th 
Annual Hospice Gala Ball on 1st March with a full house 
attendance in the Canal Court Hotel & Spa.  The Dance 
Committee would like to extend their thanks to QME 
Mining Equipment Ltd for their generosity as the main 
event sponsor.  On the night, guests were treated to a 
drinks reception sponsored by Younique Aesthetic Clinic, 
with arrival music by John Cosgrove.  A five course gala 
dinner was enjoyed by all, with patrons dancing the night 
away to popular local band ‘The Nooks’.  The Dance 
Committee would like to thank all those who attended 
the event and showed their support through donations 
towards the raffle and auction or to the many people who 
gave of their time and services to help out.  This event 
has been extremely well supported each year by the local 
community and we look forward to welcoming everyone 
again in 2020 for the 50th Gala Ball.

Hospice Gala Ball

www.southernareahospiceservices.org | 028 3026 7711 | 028 3025 1333

Recent Events
Dignity in Caring

4 |  | 5

Hospice News
Dignity in Caring

Southern Area Hospice Services would like to 
congratulate Joe McCurry, on being awarded a British 
Empire Medal (BEM) in Her Majesty The Queen’s New 
Year Honours in recognition of his services to the 
community in Dungannon.  

Joe has been a dedicated volunteer for Southern 
Area Hospice Services since 2009 when he started 
volunteering as a driver in our Dungannon day hospice, 
taking patients in and out to the centre every week. 
He was also instrumental in securing a wheelchair 
accessible vehicle for the unit, in association with the 
Rotary Club of Dungannon who so kindly organised a 
fundraising campaign to buy the vehicle. 

Joe continues to run a car boot sale on the third Sunday 
of every month at Tesco Dungannon car park. Since 
the car boot sale was established in 2013 in Edendork 
and more recently in it’s new home in Dungannon, it 
has raised over £20,000 to help Southern Area Hospice 
Services continue their work providing care and support 
to local people who are living with Cancer and other life-
limiting illnesses, such as Multiple Sclerosis and Motor 
Neurone Disease.

Speaking at Dungannon Day Hospice recently where 
a reception was held to congratulate Joe on his award, 
Southern Area Hospice Chief Executive Liz Cuddy OBE 
stated, “We are delighted that Joe has been recognised 
for the invaluable work he has done down the years 
for Southern Area Hospice and which he continues 

to do through the monthly car boot sale. The Hospice 
relies so heavily on the support of our volunteers. Joe’s 
commitment is inspiring and very much appreciated by 
all of us here at hospice.”

Fellow volunteers, patients and staff of the hospice 
were delighted to celebrate with Joe and his family 
at the reception in day care. Pat Killen OBE, Vice Lord 
Lieutenant of Tyrone was also present and added his 
congratulations.

Joe recognised in New Years Honours

Southern Area Hospice Services invites you to dedicate a 
leaf on our beautiful, hand sculpted memory tree, which 
is situated in the corner of the hospice gardens. 

Our Memory Tree has the capacity to hold 300 leaves 
which will be engraved with the name of a loved one 
who has died, making it a poignant and lasting way to 
remember them. 

The cost of dedicating a leaf is £100 per leaf and each 
leaf can hold a maximum of 30 characters including 
spaces. Each leaf remains on the tree for 12 months 
following which time it will be presented to you in a 
special presentation box so you can treasure it forever. 

The leaf may be for a family member who died at the 
hospice, or for someone you want to remember who has 
passed away recently or a long time ago. These leaves 

remain a wonderful tribute to those lives we want to 
remember and celebrate. 

For further information or to request a booking form, 
contact Anne in fundraising on (028) 3025 1333 or 
email macoscara@southernreahospiceservices.org

Remember a loved one 
with a Leaf on the Hospice 
Memory Tree

Joe McCurry (BEM) is pictured with Liz Cuddy OBE, Chief 
Executive, Southern Area Hospice who presented him with a 
token in recognition of his recent award in Her Majesty The 
Queen’s New Year Honours in recognition of his services to the 
community in Dungannon.  

Crowds flock to The Farmer Wants a Wife 
There was love in the air at the Armagh City Hotel on Saturday 3rd November at Southern Area Hospice Services ever 
popular fundraising event, ‘The Farmer Wants a Wife’.

‘The Farmer Wants a Wife’ event saw a large crowd attending to support the local farmers and wives who were 
participating in the show. The participating farmers were: Corneulius Patrick Gerald, Martin McConville, Ronan McGinn, 
Tiernan McKenna, Geoffrey Kinnear whilst the lucky wives were Sophie Bicker, Sammie Pepper Foulkes, Stacy’s Mom, 
Alison Gracey and Hannah Crummy. The participants put on a fantastic show, entertaining the audience with their chat, 
jokes and talents. In the end, it was Geoffrey Kinnear from Derrynoose and Sophie Bicker from Tandragee who were 
ultimately crowned the winners.

Southern Area Hospice Services would like to thank everyone who attended and supported ‘The Farmer Wants a 
Wife’. Thank you to all of the event sponsors including Tullyherron Farm Feeds who were the main sponsors, the Ulster 
Farmers’ Union, Leo Larkin of Flatout Media who produced the farmer videos for the night, HFS Agri-hire, Hearty Farm 
Toys and OL Flowers Armagh. Thanks also to the MC for the evening, Malachi Cush and to the judging panel consisiting 
of Lynette Fay of BBC Radio Ulster, John Jardine, Southern Area Hospice Volunteer and James Speers, President of the 
Young Farmers’ Clubs of Ulster. Thanks are also extended to Armagh City Hotel who hosted the event and all the team 
who worked on the production.

Over £16,000 has been raised for Southern Area Hospice Services through the event which will help us to continue 
our work providing care and support to local people who are living with Cancer and other life-limiting illnesses such as 
Multiple Sclerosis and Motor Neurone Disease.

There is a small number of DVDs of the ‘The Farmer Wants a Wife’ now on sale costing £10, with proceeds to Hospice and 
can be ordered by ringing Anne on (028) 30251333 or emailing macoscara@southernareahospiceservices.org.  
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Norbrook 50 for 50 
Challenge 
The staff at Norbrook Laboratories has been busy in 
their quest to raise £50,000 for hospice as part of the 
pharmaceutical company’s 50th anniversary celebrations.  
Since the announcement of their charity partnership with 
Southern Area Hospice in this milestone year, the staff at 
Norbrook have completed spinathons, took on a Hospice 
Shop Challenge by taking over all three hospice shops for 
a day as well as other fundraising activities.  The staff also 
decorated the hospice main reception at Christmas time 
with an array of new Christmas decorations which were 
purchased for hospice to use year after year.  Norbrook 
employees also donated toys to our family rooms and have 
helped out by volunteering at hospice events including the 
Light up a Life illumination ceremony.

Southern Area Hospice Services are extremely grateful to the 
staff at Norbrook for their ongoing commitment throughout 
the year and for all their support and fundraising efforts.

Making Tea Breaks Count
Staff at Bunzl 
Hospitality Products 
made their tea break 
count by hosting a 
coffee morning in 
aid of Southern Area 
Hospice Services 
by simply bringing 
some sweet treats 
into work and asking 

their colleagues to make a donation which raised a fantastic 
£250.50 in only one morning tea break!  The Managing 
Directors of Bunzl Hospitality Products then very kindly made 
a further donation of £500 bringing the final total to £750.50.

If you would like to make your workplace tea break count 
contact Bernie in Fundraising on (028) 3025 1333.

Corporate Christmas Gifts 
that give back

We want to give a huge thank 
you to the many generous 
local businesses who decided 
to give a gift to their suppliers, 
staff and clients that continue to 
benefit our patients in hospice 
long after the decorations have 
come down and the presents 

forgotten. Your donations are helping us to look after and 
make a real difference to the lives of local people, not just 
at Christmas but every day of the year. The support for our 
Corporate Christmas Appeal in 2018 was tremendous and 
we cannot thank everyone enough for their continued 
efforts. Pictured is Brian McManus of Surefreight Ltd, one of 
our many kind companies who donated to our appeal with 
Hospice Fundraising Manager, Majella Gollogly. 

Charity of the Year
Would your business like to become one of 
our Charity of the Year partners?  

If you are looking to partner your company with a local 
charity which cares for over1,000 patients annually, then 
look no further….

You too could join companies like Around Noon, 
Sainsbury’s, MJM Marine, Avondale Foods, Rockwell 
Collins and more.

We will ensure a corporate partnership with Southern 
Area Hospice Services is engaging, motivating and fun 
for all involved.  

What are the benefits to partnering with us? 

• Raise your profile 
• Commercial benefits to your company 
• Our support network 
• Engaging your staff 

• Offer your staff unique and fun ways to enhance their 
skills and feel motivated by supporting a great cause.

• Make a difference

For more information on how to become one of our 
valuable Charity Partners, contact the fundraising 
office on 028 3025 1333 and let’s make a difference 
together in 2019.

EDGE Innovate Employees 
Support Hospice

The employees of EDGE 
Innovate in Dungannon recently 
presented Southern Area 
Hospice, Charis Cancer Care 
and Chest, Heart & Stroke with 
£2,000 each. The team at EDGE 

Innovate donated money on a weekly basis throughout 2018 
to raise this fantastic sum. Thank-you very much to everyone 
involved for such a thoughtful and generous gesture to 
our cause that will go a long way in helping Southern Area 
Hospice to continue our work in the local area.

Jack Murphy Jewellers 
Sparkle in Style

Jack Murphy Jewellers held 
their first ever Sparkle in Style 
event in Canal Court Hotel on 
15th November hosted by the 
very popular Lisa’s Lust List 
raising a fantastic £5,000 for 
Hospice.  The event was a great 
success with a range of live 

demo’s, pop-up shops and fabulous fashion show.  Thank 
you to the management and staff of Jack Murphy’s for their 
ongoing support and for choosing Hospice as their charity 
beneficiary.

John Tinnelly & Sons 
Christmas Gift

Thank you to John Tinnelly & 
Sons Ltd for their continued 
support towards Hospice.  
Pictured presenting a cheque 
for £5,000 to Majella Gollogly, 
Fundraising Manager at Hospice 
are Joanne Campbell and Roisin 

Franklin from John Tinnelly & Sons with proceeds from their 
Christmas Gift Campaign.

Newry Democrat Appeal
Thank you to the staff at 
Newry Democrat who ran a 
Christmas appeal through the 
Alpha Newspaper Group in 
aid of Southern Area Hospice 
highlighting the services of 
Hospice and the importance 
of this specialist care service 

in our community.  The appeal raised £267 for Southern 
Area Hospice. Pictured presenting the cheque to Grainne 
Mulgrew from Southern Area Hospice are Ralph Hewitt and 
Robbie Abraham from Newry Democrat.

Rockwell Collins Success
Thank you to the staff at 
Rockwell Collins who selected 
Southern Area Hospice as their 
charity of the year and presented 
a cheque for £9,750 which were 
proceeds from various staff 
fundraising events throughout 
the year. Thank you for your 

ongoing generosity and support towards Hospice.



Regional News
Dignity in Caring

Regional News
Dignity in Caring

 | 9

Armagh and Dungannon News

Newry and Mourne
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Helen Lappin Donation to Hospice 
Southern Area Hospice 
would like to thank dedicated 
Hospice supporter Helen 
Lappin from Granemore, who 
recently presented them with 
a fantastic donation of £6,610 
which she raised through 

various collections throughout 2018. Helen has been 
fundraising for Southern Area Hospice Services in 
her local area for over 25 years. Her ongoing and very 
dedicated commitment to the hospice is very much 
appreciated. Helen is pictured (right) along with her 
good friend Anne Murphy making the presentation to 
Anne MacOscar, SAHS. 

Marie raises funds for Hospice
Thank you to dedicated hospice 
volunteer Marie Gribben from 
Armagh, who held a fundraising 
day for Southern Area Hospice 
and Air Ambulance NI in Armagh 
on Saturday 15th December 
2018. Although the weather 

on the day wasn’t kind the people of Armagh showed 
wonderful generosity and Marie was able to hand over a 
cheque to Southern Area Hospice recently for £427.65. 

Livingstone Tractor Run

An unbelievable 752 tractors 
descended upon Armagh 
Business Park on Saturday 29th 
December 2018 for the Annual 
Livingstone Christmas Tractor 

Run. Southern Area Hospice would like to thank the 
Livingstone family and the entire tractor run committee 
for all their hard work and efforts in organising this event 
every year. The amount of volunteers who assist with this 
event and the hard work which goes into organising it is 
incredible and very much appreciated by everyone at the 
hospice. Sincere thanks to Ben Sergeant who kindly came 
on board as sponsor for the third year running. This is the 
seventh year the event has taken place and it truly is going 
from strength to strength every year with this year seeing 
the highest number of tractors attending to date.

Charity Barn Dance 

Thank you to the team involved in organising the Charity 
Barn Dance which took place at 
Value Stores, Armagh on 24th 
and 25th August 2018. We were 
absolutely delighted to receive 
an extremely generous donation 
of £19,200 following the event.  

Craft Fayre Success 

Well done and huge thanks to 
the team at our Dungannon 
Day Hospice who organised 
a Christmas craft fayre in 
November 2018 on the D Floor 

in South Tyrone Hospital. The team raised a wonderful 
total of £1,680.02 for the hospice.

Battle of the Bars 

Sincere thanks are extended to 
The Ryandale Inn, Moy for their 
extremely generous donation 
of £1,730 which was raised 
through The Battle of the Bars, 

Moy. Southern Area Hospice Services were delighted to 
be selected to benefit from the event this year and are 
very grateful to all of the bars which took part and their 
patrons who supported their fundraising efforts - The 
Ryandale Inn, The Auction Rooms, PB’s and Tomneys. 

Banbridge, Lurgan, Portadown

Big Birthday Donation

Thank you to the Power 
family from Lurgan who 
raising £1,342.65 on Friday 
28th December. Tony Power 
son of Anthony Power 

(aka ‘Pardo’), organised a surprise birthday bash 
at The Woodville Arms in Lurgan for his dads big 
‘’60th’’, with all proceeds in aid of the Southern Area 
Hospice. Anthony simply thought he was going 
down to his local for a quiet drink and to say he was 
surprised was an understatement and couldn’t have 
been happier to support his local hospice. Pictured 
is Amy Henshaw (SAHS) receiving a cheque from 
Anthony ‘Pardo’ Power. 

A Night to Remember 

A very special night of music was held on 12th 
October 2018 in Banbridge Golf Club in memory 
of Dromore man Eugene Mulligan. The night was a 
tremendous success as family and friends of Eugene 
came out in force and raised an incredible £2,500 
in Eugene’s loving memory. Family and organisers 
commented ‘Eugene would have been overwhelmed 
at the amount of support we received on the night 
and that the care shown to Eugene at hospice was 
fantastic and we are forever grateful for this.’

Maureen Mulligan, Eugene’s sister continues to 
fundraise for the hospice in 2019 and we ask you 
to continue supporting her in upcoming events. 

Thanks to the Dromore Community

The Hospice would like to give our sincerest thanks 
to Rev. Geoff Wilson and members of the Dromore 
community for organising a Christmas Sit-out and 
Christmas Carol Service in December 2018. Rev. 
Geoff Wilson wanted to present the cheque from 
the entire community as it was the community who 
took the time to stop and donate on the street and 
also the community who attended the carol service 

and donated. As a result, 
a wonderful cheque for 
£3,000 was handed over to 
the Hospice.  Pictured L-R: 
Liz Armstrong. Rev. Geoff 
Wilson and Amy Henshaw 
(SAHS). 

 
Local Schools & Choirs raise £3,960.50 
Southern Area Hospice were delighted to reveal 
the total raised at their ‘Voices for Hospice’ event 
which took place in December 2018. Local schools 
and choirs from the Portadown, Craigavon and 
Lurgan areas came together to bring some festive 
cheer to the customers at Tesco Extra Craigavon. 
The Hospice would like to thank all those who 
contributed to such a successful event, including 
the Hospice volunteers, staff at Tesco Extra, school 
and adult choirs who all participated. We would also 
like to thank our sponsors Ulster Carpets who have 
supported this event for the second year running 
through their generous sponsorship.  Pictured 

L-R: Victoria Jackson 
(Ulster Carpets), Margaret 
Beck, Sandra Ledlie, Alice 
McParland and Harold Beck 
(Hospice volunteers) and 
Marian Lavery (Community 
Champion, Tesco Extra 
Craigavon).

John Dalzell  
27th Annual Sit Out 
Thank you to John Dalzell 
MBE, who completed his 27th 
Consecutive Annual Christmas 
Sit Out raising funds for Southern 

Area Hospice. John is a treasured volunteer and a great 
ambassador for our cause. This year, John and his team 
raised an incredible £78,090.03 bringing his collective 
total to over £1.6million raised to date for the Southern 
Area Hospice.

Mourne Support Group
The Mourne Support Group 
present James McCaffrey from 
Southern Area Hospice with a 
cheque for £30,000, which is 
proceeds raised in 2018 through 
fundraisers such as coffee 
mornings, garden tea parties, 

bag packs, raffles and much more. The ladies also co-
ordinate the Church collections in the area and act as 
ambassadors for the Hospice.  The group meet once a 
month in Kilkeel to discuss and co-ordinate fundraising 
ideas and are always keen on having new members. 

Bessbrook District 
Vintage Tractor 
Club 
Bessbrook District 
Vintage Tractor Club 
presented Southern 
Area Hospice with an 
incredible cheque of 
£4,794.35 for 2018. 

This money was raised through their yearly tractor runs 
and their summer threshing day in Bessbrook. The 
group meet once a month through their common shared 
interest in vintage tractors and raise money for our local 
Hospice in the process. Well done to all involved and 
thank you for your continued support.

Geraldine & Friends
Geraldine Lowry & Friends present James McCaffrey, 
Southern Area Hospice, with a cheque for £3,175.09 
raised through a series of events including a Pyjama Flag 
Day, a jumble sale and a raffle. The amount is very much 
appreciated and will go a long way to help Hospice 
provide services locally. Great work by everyone and 
thank you for your continued support.

Baxter Family
In November 2018 
the Baxter Family 
and their friends 
presented Southern 
Area Hospice with 
an amazing cheque 
of £18,476.90 in 
memory of their late 
daughter, sister and 

friend Andrea Baxter, Magheralin, Lurgan. This money 
was raised through the family taking part in a Skydive, 
a mud run and holding coffee mornings. What an 
incredible amount and fantastic gesture in memory of 
Andrea. Thank you to all involved.



Community News 
Dignity in Caring

Community News 
Dignity in Caring

Hairy for Hospice

 | 11www.southernareahospiceservices.org | 028 3026 7711 | 028 3025 133310 |

Our Hairy For Hospice campaign kindly sponsored by PJ O’Hare’s 
Carlingford, kicked off last November for its 4th year in a row raising over 
£5,000. It was a fan-tache-tic success with a huge number of local men 
deciding to ditch their razors, in order to raise vital funds for hospice. 
Thank you to all the men who grew beards and moustaches throughout 
the month of November– and also to the women who put up with them! 
Pictured are some of our hairy friends who took on the challenge including 
our wonderful friends at the Hibs Newry who haven’t shied away from 
the challenge from the day it began and have raised a fantastic amount 
of money over the years.  We look forward to seeing you all again this 
November!

Bernie Hughes Celebrates 
Last Year of Christmas 
Lights Display 

Local legend Bernie 
Hughes, Newry is 
pictured with his 
daughter Mary 
Rafferty, presenting a 
cheque for £607.30 
and €38.70 to Denise 
Doyle, Community 
Fundraising Officer, 
proceeds of his 

annual Christmas lights display at his home in Derrybeg, 
Newry.  At 87 years old, this amazing man has continued 
to display the lights at his home and on this, which was 
his last year – we would like to thank him for all of his 
support.  Bernie would also like to thank everyone who has 
supported him and made donations in order to raise this 
fantastic amount for his local Hospice.

Fergal Flaherty Night of 
Music Celebrating 10 Years 

Another great night was had by 
all who attended the 10th Annual 
Fergal Flaherty Night of Music in 
The Whistledown Hotel.  The night 
which is organised by Desmond 
and Sharon Goss continues to 
raise an amazing sum of money for 
Southern Area Hospice Services 
and we are thankful for their 
ongoing support.  Pictured are 
Dessie and Sharon presenting a 
cheque for £3,000 to Denise Doyle, 
Community Fundraising Officer.

Fergal Caraher  
Memorial Run  

The Annual Fergal Caraher 
Memorial Run had another 
successful year raising a 
fantastic £1,300 for Southern 
Area Hospice.  The run which 
took place on Sunday 30th 
December had support from 
across Ireland.  John Lyons 
together with Fergal’s family 

would like to thank everyone who took part in order to 
support this amazing event.  Pictured are John Lyons and 
Brendan Caraher presenting the cheque to Denise Doyle, 
Community Fundraising Officer at Southern Area Hospice.

Haircut for 
Hospice 
Thank you to Sarah Liggett 
and Jodie O’Neill pupils at 
Mullaglass Primary School 
and Hanna Wilson a pupil 
at Windsor Hill Primary 
School who presented 

a cheque for £3,459.50 to Hospice.  This donation was 
proceeds raised after the three girls had their hair cut for 
the Little Princess Trust whilst collecting sponsorship for 
Hospice.  The three girls had over 30 inches cut off to help 
the organisation who provides real hair wigs to children 
and young people who have lost their own hair due to 
cancer treatment and other illnesses.  The girls wanted 
to help Hospice after Sarah’s Granda, Joe Wylie passed 
away in the Hospice last June and she wanted to give 
something back after the exceptional care that her granda 
received.  Southern Area Hospice Services would like to 
thank the girls for the exceptional act of kindness and for 
raising vital funds which will help us to care for others. 

 

UNW Orchestra to perform 
at Newry Town Hall  

The University of Northwestern 
(UNW) Orchestra of Minnesota, 
USA will be touring in 2019 and 
have included a show which will 
take place in Newry Town Hall on 
Wednesday 22nd May at 7pm.  
The orchestra play a wide variety 

of orchestral literature from Baroque to contemporary, 
as well as jazz, film, and newly-composed music.  The 
event which will support Southern Area Hospice Services 
promises to be an amazing night.  Having performed 
previously in Ireland, Italy, Switzerland, and Austria, 
the orchestra will allow all to share in the passion for 
orchestral music with this esteemed ensemble.  Tickets 
priced at £8 each can be purchased by calling Samuel 
on 07703805067 or you can pay at the door on the night.  
Proceeds from the event will be split with the orchestra and 
Southern Area Hospice Services.

Win a brand new  
Hyudai i10 for £1  

Southern Area 
Hospice are 
delighted to 
announce the 
launch of our 
brand new 
car raffle, in 
association 
with Saltmarine 
Cars and the 
Oaks Centre in 

Dungannon. Tickets will go on sale in the Oaks Centre on 
Tuesday 19th March 2019. Pictured helping to launch the 
campaign are: Michael Salt of Saltmarine Cars; Maureen 
Hanna of the Oaks Centre;  Anne Mac Oscar of Southern 
Area Hospice and Gareth Morrow of Saltmarine Cars.

Tickets are only £1 so be sure to pop along to the Oaks 
Centre and get yours to be in with a chance of winning. 
The car will also visit various other venues and events 
throughout the Armagh and Dungannon region before the 
end of June when the draw takes place.

If you could volunteer to help us to sell tickets for the 
raffle or if you have a business or upcoming event 
where we could sell tickets, please contact Anne 
Mac Oscar on (028) 30251333 or email macoscara@
southernareahospiceservices.org

Mini Winner Revealed
The Hospice was thrilled to hand over the top prize from 
our ‘Win a Mini for £1’ car raffle 2018 to lucky winner, 
Sheila Walker from Rathfriland. Alongside the grand 
prize, Sheila scooped up 1 year’s free car insurance 
sponsored by Autoline Insurance Group to enjoy a year 
of free motoring. Sheila’s children Claire and Alan Walker 
made the journey to Prentice in Portadown to receive the 
Mini on behalf of their Mum. Sheila was delighted to win 
such a wonderful prize, especially as it held such precious 
memories. Her and her husband David who sadly passed 
away last August, both owned mini cars as a young 
married couple back in the 1960’s. Sheila commented 
on her big win saying ‘I’ve always supported the Hospice 
when they send me books of raffle tickets every year. I 
never expected to win anything, so you can imagine my 
surprise when they phoned me to tell me I had won the 
Mini!’

Amy Henshaw from SAHS commented ‘We are thrilled 
that Sheila has won this iconic car, particularly because 
it holds fond memories for her. Sheila has been a life-
long supporter of the Southern Area Hospice and always 
supports our car raffle aswell as other Hospice campaigns. 
We wish Sheila all the best in her driving and hope it 
brings back happy memories.’  

Pictured 
L-R: Claire 
Walker, Mark 
McKelvey 
(Prentice), 
Evanna Kieran 
(Autoline), 
Alan Walker 
and Amy 
Henshaw 
(SAHS)

Gina’s Cottage
The man in the big red suit 
was back this year at Gina’s 
Santa Cottage in Saval for its 
eighth year of operation. Jim 
Boyd pictured at the cottage, 
along with the wider family 

circle, opens the cottage doors every Christmas and 
fundraises in memory of his beloved wife Georgina. The 
Boyd family have raised over £65,000 for the Southern 
Area Hospice and their generosity knows no bounds. 
Fantastic work once again this year and a truly magical 
experience for families whilst supporting their local 
Hospice. Thank you to the Boyd’s, volunteers and to all 
who attended the cottage and supported this event. 
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Schools Supporting Hospice
Our local schools play a vital part in our fundraising efforts throughout the year and we would like to thank 
all the lovely staff and students who have supported us so far and those that are currently working with us. 
Below is a snapshot of some of the schools who have been supporting the hospice recently. If your school 
would like to help the hospice this year and take part in some fundraising activities, please contact Amy 
McKeown on (028) 30251333 or you can email mckeowna@southernareahospiceservices.org 

The Royal Playgroup in Armagh raised a fantastic £180 through donations made in lieu of gifts for their 
teachers at Christmas. Super work!

St Malachy’s P.S Whitecross put on an amazing show all while raising vital funds for the hospice at their 
school performance of Jack and The Beanstalk and presented us with a cheque for £250. Thank you so 
much to everyone who was involved, you are all stars!

St Bronagh’s P.S Rostrevor presented a cheque for an outstanding £906.09 from taking on our Coin Chasers 
challenge. A fantastic amount of money, and what fun they had gathering it! A massive well done, we truly 
appreciate your support.

Southern Regional College Banbridge New Bee’s class worked together to create a beautiful calendar which 
they went on to sell in order to fundraise for charities of their choice and they presented us with a cheque for 
£100. Such a talented bunch, we were delighted to benefit from your efforts.

Local Blogger Visits Hospice Shops
Our hospice shops recently welcomed local lifestyle, fitness and fashion blogger, 
Hollie Campbell in store for an afternoon of styling outfits for under £20. Hollie is a 
great supporter of our hospice and said “I was asked to visit the shops and help to 
spread the word on the variety of good quality clothes for men, women and children. 
I was shocked if I am completely honest, the perfect condition of so many high street 
labelled clothes for less than £10-£20 many of which still had labels on them! The 
hospice has touched most homes, including my own and it is always there when we 
need it, so why not give back? It is very rewarding to know you are helping others, so 
if you can, please visit any of the hospice shops in Newry, Banbridge or Rathfriland to 
donate or buy something as everything counts for this amazing charity.” 

We greatly appreciate Hollie donating her time to raise awareness of our hospice 
shops to her large following as well as kindly donating her own items to our hospice Shops.

Spring into Fashion at 
Your Local Hospice Shop
The Southern Area Hospice has three retail shops 
in Newry, Banbridge and Rathfriland, each of which 
sell everything from good quality clothing, footwear, 
accessories, bric-a-brac and books. We have a 
dedicated team of staff and volunteers working 
continuously to help raise much needed funds and 
this is one of the many reasons why our shops are so 
successful. Our shops receive a large number of great 
donations, with each bag having the potential to raise 
£25 towards hospice care.

If you have a special event coming up, whether it is 
a wedding, Holy Communion, or a Confirmation, our 
hospice shops are sure to have something to suit at 
a reduced price. At this time of the year especially, 
we are starting to receive bright coloured and 
summer clothing, so we are the perfect choice if you 
are thinking about starting your summer holiday 
shopping.

Our shops are open from Monday to Saturday from 
9.30am-4.30pm so why not call in to see if you can find 
yourself a bargain, whilst helping us help others. 

If these opening times don’t suit, don’t panic, we are 
also online via EBay (southernareahospice). You can 
follow us on Facebook (@SAHS Shops) and Instagram  
(@southernareahospiceshops) to keep up to date with 
new arrivals and upcoming events. 

The Lurgan support group celebrates a very successful 
fundraising year for 2018 raising an amazing £46,911.78 
for the Southern Area Hospice. This brings the overall 
total for the group to £648,040.00. 

Deirdre Breen a member of the Lurgan Support Group 
said on behalf of the group: ‘We are now in our 19th 
year of supporting the Southern Area Hospice and we 
are still really enjoying our time fundraising for such 
a worthwhile local charity.  The people of Lurgan and 
surrounding areas have supported us and the charity 
for many years and we have met some very lovely 
people on this journey, that we can now call friends. 
The communities here are very generous and have 
supported our countless coffee mornings, pub quizzes, 
musical evenings, poetry evenings, local history talks, 
our popular Santa Fun Run organised by Barry Shanks 
and Kevin McAlinden and Lurgan Park Run organised 
by Tony McKeown and David Wilson. For everything 

you attend, organise, or donate to the Hospice we say a 
massive thank you.’’

Thank you all for the tremendous work you give every 
single year, we ask the community to kindly please 
continue to support the group in their future events.

Lurgan Support Group in 19th year supporting Hospice

Investing in Volunteers 
Awarded to Hospice
Southern Area Hospice is proud to be an Investing in 
Volunteers (IIV) achiever, having been awarded the 
quality standard in 2019 for the 2nd time.  It shows that we 
value our volunteers and demonstrates our commitment 
to volunteering within the organisation.  Investing in 
Volunteers is the UK quality standard for all organisations 
involving volunteers.   The aim is to improve the quality 
of the volunteering experience for all volunteers and 
confirms how much we value the enormous contribution 
made by our volunteers.  Staff and volunteers were picked 
and interviewed at random by the assessor. A huge thank 
you and to all who participated in this process.
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Lap the Lough is an annual cycle event around Lough Neagh. The cycle is 
89miles in total beginning and ending in Moy & Charlemont, Co. Tyrone.  

Limited places available – sign up today.  
 

Register at www.lapthelough.org to take part and then contact Southern Area Hospice 
on 028 30251333 or email macoscara@southernareahospiceservices.org to receive a 

fundraising pack. 

Sunday 25th August 2019 

Lottery News
Dignity in Caring
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2019 Dates 
 

         Sunday 20th January          Sunday 19th May   Sunday 15th September 
Sunday 17th February          Sunday 16th June   Sunday 20th October 
Sunday 17th March                   Sunday 21st July   Sunday 17th November 

         Sunday 21st April      Sunday 18th August   Sunday 15th December 
 

Entry fee for sellers (Cars/Vans) £5. Toilets Available. For info or to donate items ring Joe: 07980472853. 
 

 

 

  
Sunday 2nd 

June 
@2pm 

DUBLIN 2019
Registration: 

 Sponsorship: 
£25
£100(minimum)

For an information pack contact Amy in
 Fundraising on 028 302 51333

Or PM us on Facebook

Stand together at the start line and run...LIKE A GIRL!

A Whole Lotto Luck!
Pictured is Ann Hughes who 
recently won £2,200 in the 
Southern Area Hospice Lottery 
rollover.

Ann said ‘When I received the 
cheque in the post I couldn’t 
believe it, I have been playing 
the Hospice Lottery for years 
because it is a great way to 
support such an important local 
charity for only £4.34 a month, 
never did I ever imagine I would 
actually win and especially not 
this amount. I am both delighted 
and very shocked to have won, I 
really do hope more people join 
the Hospice Lottery because it 
really is a win-win situation, you 
are helping such a worthwhile 
cause while being entered into a 
weekly draw. 

A Little Means Alotto 
With the Hospice Lottery, the opportunity to win, together with the knowledge 
that you’re raising funds for your local Hospice services in Armagh, Down and 
Tyrone, makes it a ‘Win Win’ situation. If you or someone you know would like to 
sign up, fill in the membership form below and return.  



Events Diary
Tuesday 19th March

Hyundai i10 Car Raffle Launch 

Sunday 14th April 

Annual Towpath Walk, Newry

Mon 15th April

Boston Marathon

Sun 28th April

London Marathon

Friday 3rd May

Golf Classic In Memory of Michael O’Hare, 

Warrenpoint Golf Club 

Saturday 11th May 

Skydive for the Hospice

Thursday 16th May

Annual Ladies Lunch in Canal Court Hotel & Spa

Saturday 18th May

Zipline Challenge

Wednesday 22nd May

UNW Orchestra of Minnesota Concert Newry Town Hall 

25th May – 1st June

Camino de Santiago Trek, Spain

Sunday 2nd June

VHI Ladies Mini Marathon, Dublin

Sunday 23rd June

Abseil at Belfast Castle 

Saturday 29th June

Hyundai i10 Car Raffle Draw, Oaks Centre, 

Dungannon

4th – 11th August 

Camino de Santiago Trek, Spain

Sunday 25th August

Lap the Lough

Sunday 8th September

Great North Run Half Marathon

Saturday 28th September 

Midnight Memory Walk 

19th – 27th Oct

Trek to Angkor Wat, Cambodia

Sunday 3rd November

New York City Marathon

Sunday 17th November 2019

Bling Bingo Canal Court Hotel & Spa

December
Annual Light up a Life Illuminations

December
Christmas Jumper Day

December
John Dalzell Annual Sit Out

Upcoming Events
Dignity in Caring

Southern Area Hospice Services is a registered charity in N. Ireland, No:  NIC101906 and registered with HMRC, No.  XN47329/2.   
Is a company limited by guarantee in N. Ireland, No: NI038737.  Registered Office is St. Johns House, Courtenay Hill, Newry, BT34 2EB

Thank you for your continued support which is vital to the work we do.  We respect your privacy and would assure you that SAHS fully complies 
with UK Data Protection Act (1998). We also do not sell or swap details with any third parties.

Regular Giver in 2019?

Could YOU be a

Regular Givers are supporters who donate on a monthly basis. 
Regular giving allows us to budget and plan our future work more 
efficiently and help more people living within your area living with 

Cancer and other life-limiting illnesses.
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By donating just £5, £10 or £20 per month - you will be helping us 
to continue to meet the future needs of our patients and their 

families. It’s easy to set up and the payments are collected 
automatically each month. You can also cancel at any time if your 

circumstances change.
 

 For more information or to receive a copy of our Regular Giver Form 
please contact Amy on (028) 30251333 or email 

mckeowna@southernareahospiceservices.org
 
 Help Us Help Others

To keep up to date  

with our upcoming  
events, visit our  

website or visit us  
on Social Media


